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Sparkling new illustrations refresh this Thanksgiving classic based on the true experience of a

member of Barbara Cohen's family. The touching story tells how recent immigrant Molly leads her

third-grade class to discover that it takes all kinds of pilgrims to make a Thanksgiving. Originally

published in 1983, Molly's Pilgrim inspired the 1986 Academy Award winning live-action short film.
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Ladies and gentlemen, I come before you today with a confession. I, knowingly and without malice,

am a wimp. I am a wimp of the finest pedigree, forged in the wimpy steps of my wimpy forebears.

This loathsome quality only cares to show itself in the oddest of moments. Normally, I feel relatively

safe reading children's books and, especially, picture books. Certainly the protagonists in these

tales have their trials and tribulations to endure, but they usually do so with relative good faith and

their enemies are by and large trampled soundly at the end of their tales. Usually. Then there are

books like, "Molly's Pilgrim". Ladies and gentlemen, if your child can read through this book in its

entirety without feeling overwhelmed by a sense of misery and woe then they're a stronger man or

woman than I.In this classic tale, a little girl named Molly is having problems at school. Her

classmates tease her relentlessly, usually making fun of her funny accent and supposed



un-American ways. Molly, you see, immigrated to this country with her mother and father from

Russia. Jewish in faith, they originally lived in New York City, but now Molly's father has found

steady employment in Winter Hill. Here, Molly is the only Jewish girl around, and she suffers

mightily at the hands of the other girls. One day, Molly's teacher, Miss Stickley, decides that the

class is going to do something a little different for Thanksgiving this year. Each child will design a

pilgrim or an Indian for a little diorama and present it to the class. Molly is assigned a pilgrim, and

she eagerly tells the assignment to her mama.
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